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To the Commissioners:

The Council for Resp onsible Nutrition (CRN)  would  like to thank the Commission for
the op p ortunity  to submit comments for consid eration in the draf t interim rep ort.  CRN
is a trad e association rep resenting  more than 110 comp anies in the dietary  sup p lement
ind ustry .  The comments will ad d ress the following  top ics: (1)  coord inated  research to
increase knowled g e about comp lementary  and  alternativ e med icine (CAM)  practices
and  prod ucts, (2)  prov ision of  reliable and  usef ul inf ormation about CAM that can be
mad e read ily  accessible and  und erstand able to the general public, and  (3)  guid ance for
ap p rop riate access to and  d eliv ery  of  CAM.

First, CRN thanks the Commission for inv iting  Annette Dickinson, Ph.D., to particip ate
in a panel (Oct.6)  that discussed  coord inated  research.  In ad d ition to her comments,
CRN asks that the Commission recommend  mechanisms that would  encourag e
collaboration between ind ustry  stakehold ers and  fed eral research ag encies.  For
ex amp le, the National Center for Comp lementary  and  Alternativ e Med icine (NCCAM) 
ad v isory  council should  includ e a rep resentativ e from the dietary  sup p lement ind ustry ,
p articularly  one knowled g eable in botanicals.  Based  on CRN’ s observ ations of  NCCAM
council meeting s, an ind ustry  ex p ert could  best ad d ress the frequent questions that
arise about these prod ucts.  The enthusiastic attend ance at the recent (May  14) 
NCCAM colloquium to ex p lore collaborativ e op p ortunities with ind ustry  send s a clear
messag e that ind ustry  researchers would  like to particip ate in stud ies fund ed  by  the
National Institutes of  Health (NI H ) .  One obstacle is ind ustry ’ s lack of  familiarity  with
NI H  grant mechanisms and  ap p lication process.  A NI H  workshop  tailored  to ind ustry 
researchers would  help  resolv e this obstacle.  Unlike pharmaceutical prod ucts, dietary 
sup p lements are rarely  elig ible for patent protection.  Currently , there is no incentiv e
f or the ind ustry  to cond uct larg e and  costly  clinical trials.  Collaboration with fed eral
research ag encies would  accelerate mutual research ag end as and  benef it consumers.

Prov ision of  reliable and  usef ul inf ormation about CAM is critically  imp ortant to
consumers and  healthcare prov id ers.  CRN believ es that both NCCAM and  the Of f ice of 
Dietary  Sup p lements (ODS)  should  do more to inf orm and  ed ucate healthcare
p rov id ers, scientists and  the public.  While they  can cite outreach and  communication
ef f orts, these activ ities are ov ershad owed  by  research op erations.  Both ODS and 
NCCAM should  be more inv olv ed  with the med ia and  of f er practical and  up d ated 
inf ormation on their websites.  Ad d itionally , bef ore larg e clinical trial results are
announced , the fund ing  NI H  institute or center should  sp onsor a med ia ed ucation ev ent
to ex p lain the stud y  desig n and  rationale.  That way , when results are brief ly  outlined 
in a press release or meeting  abstract the press would  hav e the prop er persp ectiv e to
f rame the stud y  find ing s accurately .  Another concern is publication bias in peer- 
rev iewed  biomed ical journals.  The Commission could  prop ose a meeting  of  journal
ed itors to solicit recommend ations that would  increase the accep tance of  pap ers
submitted  by  ind ustry .  Ad d itionally , whenev er the reg ulatory  status of  prod ucts is



d iscussed  in a scientif ic pap er, the peer rev iewers should  includ e an ex p ert in those
reg ulations.  Far too many  mistakes and  misinterp retations hav e been published , only 
to be perp etuated  in med ia rep orts.  The Council of  Scientif ic Ed itors mig ht be an
org anization to help  with these end eav ors.

As outlined  in the Find ing s section of  the Dietary  Sup p lement Health and  Ed ucation
Act (DSH EA) , Cong ress found  that “leg islativ e action that protects the rig ht of  access of 
consumers to saf e dietary  sup p lements is necessary  in ord er to promote wellness.”
Amend ments to DSH EA could  comp romise consumer access to both prod ucts and 
scientif ic inf ormation.  CRN believ es concerns about prod uct saf ety  and  quality  can be
ad d ressed  throug h research, self - reg ulation and  gov ernment enf orcement actions, not
new reg ulations.  For ex amp le, dev elop ment of  biolog ical assay s for stand ard ization of 
botanical prod ucts should  be encourag ed .  The Food  and  Drug  Ad ministration (FDA) 
should  be prov id ed  the necessary  resources to imp lement and  enf orce DSH EA, not as
p art of  a 10- y ear plan, but in the immed iate future.  Ad d itionally , the process of 
authorizing  health claims requires serious reconsid eration.  The current process does
not allow reasonable qualif ied  claims that would  prov id e consumers with usef ul
inf ormation.  Lastly , the Commission should  recommend  that food  stamp s be allowed 
f or the p urchase of  v itamin and  mineral sup p lements.

CRN ap p reciates the comp rehensiv e work of  the Commission and  looks forward  to the
release of  the interim rep ort.

Sincerely ,

John Cord aro
Presid ent and  Chief  Ex ecutiv e Of f icer




